
It’s the week of… 
 

A museum’s handy guide to help you  

schedule your social media content and 

events programme in 2015.  
 

This calendar of dates is followed by more 

in-depth information about each event.  
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LGBT History Month 

STEM Clubs week 
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Go Green Week 

Student Volunteering Week 
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International Women’s Day 
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International Day of Happiness 
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Museums at Night 

Give & Gain Day 
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Volunteers Week 

National Adult Learners Week 
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Armed Forces Day 
 

 

Heritage Open Days 

#AskACurator Day 

British Food Fortnight 
 

 

Black History Month 

The Big Draw 

UK Older People’s Day 

World Food Day 
 

 

Explore Your Archive 

Takeover Day 

 

 

 

 

Our website contains useful quick guides on promoting your event or running a successful 

social media platform. Just follow the links below… 

A museum’s guide to writing a press release 

Life’s about a ‘like’ and a ‘share’ 

2015 

http://marchesnetwork.org.uk/2014/11/03/press-release-guide/
http://marchesnetwork.org.uk/2014/11/20/social-media/


Find out more about each 

event and start to plan your 

ideas... 

On 21 January 2015 people will tweet 

photographs of themselves in museums, in 

front of objects or with exhibition tickets using 

the hashtag #MuseumSelfie. The 2014 

#MuseumSelfie Day was even featured on the 

Guardian blog. 

culturethemes.com/ or @MuseumSelfie on 

Twitter. 

#MuseumSelfie 

January 

http://culturethemes.com/


LGBT History Month is about recognising and 

celebrating the history of lesbian, gay, bisexual 

and trans people. Anyone can get involved, 

and resources and contacts can be provided to 

help your museum. 

www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk 

An idea: David Viney of Birmingham LGBT will talk 

about the Gay Birmingham Remembered Pro-

ject and what life was like for lesbian, gay and 

bisexual people in Birmingham from the 1800s 

right up until the 2000s.  

2-6 February 2015 is the first STEM Clubs week. 

It is for secondary schools across the UK and will 

celebrate all the work that STEM clubs do. For 

schools that don’t have STEM clubs, this is an 

ideal opportunity to set one up. There is a prize 

for the club that has an unusual or outstanding 

activity. How could you support your local STEM 

club?  

www.stemclubs.net/stem-clubs-week-2015 

STEM Clubs Week 

February 
LGBT History Month 

http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk
http://www.stemclubs.net/stem-clubs-week-2015


Go Green Week was created by People and 

Planet as a platform for schools and 

universities to raise awareness of green 

issues. It is taking place from 9-15 February 

2015. It coincides with the Global 

Divestment Day of Action 13-14 February 

which has the slogan “Let’s Make Fossil Fuels 

History”. www.peopleandplanet.org/

gogreenweek 

Go Green Week 

7 February 2015 marks the culmination of a 

week of celebration in libraries across the UK. 

You can host an event, or just contribute to 

their discussions using the hashtag #NLD15 

www.nationallibrariesday.org.uk 

National Libraries Day 

Student Volunteering Week (23 February-1 

March) is organised by the NUS and Student 

Hubs and aims to highlight the benefits of 

volunteering in any and all sectors.  

www.studentvolunteeringweek.org.uk/ 

Student Volunteering 

Week 

http://www.peopleandplanet.org/gogreenweek
http://www.peopleandplanet.org/gogreenweek
http://www.nationallibrariesday.org.uk
http://www.studentvolunteeringweek.org.uk/


World Book Day is a huge celebration of reading for 

young and old (though especially young). It is on 5 

March. Museums will create partnerships with libraries, 

schools and other organisations to celebrate World 

Book Day.  www.worldbookday.com 

World Book Day 

8 March is International Women’s Day. Thousands of 

political and cultural events are held in recognition of 

women and to campaign for their rights. This year’s 

theme is #MakeItHappen. 

www.internationalwomensday.com 

International Women’s Day 

An idea: 
 

At Swindon Museum & Art Gallery, Frances Bevan gave 

a talk exploring the story of Edith New, a Swindon 

schoolteacher who campaigned for women's rights 

with the suffragette movement. Edith is best known for 

breaking the windows of 10 Downing Street and 

received several jail terms for her involvement in 

protests and demonstrations.  

March 

http://www.worldbookday.com
http://www.internationalwomensday.com


National Apprenticeship Week is a week for celebrating 

apprenticeships and the positive impact they have on 

individuals and organisations. It will take place 9-13 

March 2015. www.gov.uk/government/news/national-

apprenticeship-week-2015 

National Apprenticeship Week 

An idea: BCTG in conjunction with Telford & Wrekin Council 

are staging a 'Real Apprentice - Have a Go' careers 

showcase. It is designed to help parents, carers and 

teenagers ask questions and learn more about 

Apprenticeships. Visitors meet the teams who help 

young people find and stay in a job whilst training as 

an Apprentice. 

British Science Week is about showing and celebrating 

the role of science in our lives, and inspiring a future 

generation of scientists and engineers. It is taking place 

13-22 March 2015. 

www.britishscienceassociation.org/national-science-

engineering-week 

British Science Week 

http://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-apprenticeship-week-2015
http://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-apprenticeship-week-2015
http://www.britishscienceassociation.org/national-science-engineering-week
http://www.britishscienceassociation.org/national-science-engineering-week
http://www.britishscienceassociation.org/national-science-engineering-week


VisitEngland invites you to join a celebration of 

England’s proud attractions and tourist industry 

with a week-long series of events 14-22 March 

2015. You could join up with other tourist 

attractions in your area to plan an event. 

www.visitengland.org/england-tourism-

industry/etw/ 

English Tourism Week 

An idea: Bodiam Castle held a Great Bake competition 

inviting visitors to enter their own seasonal 

English cake. 

20 March 2015. Lasting happiness does not 

come from what we consume or how much we 

earn. International Day of Happiness in 2014 

asked people to look at their own lives, to find 

and share an authentic image of happiness 

using #happinessday 

www.dayofhappiness.net/ 

 

 International Day of 

Happiness 

http://www.visitengland.org/england-tourism-industry/etw/
http://www.visitengland.org/england-tourism-industry/etw/
http://www.dayofhappiness.net/


May is Local and Community History Month. The 

month is not only about the value of local history, 

but also about getting communities interested and 

involved in history in general. Events include trips, 

exhibitions and lectures. The Historical Association 

has a searchable database of events to which 

anyone can add. www.history.org.uk/resources/

general_resources_55.html 

Local and Community History 

Month 

Museums at Night, which is taking place 14-16 

May 2015, is an annual UK-wide festival which 

seeks to encourage visitors into museums, galleries 

and heritage sites by opening after hours and 

putting on special evening events. The campaign is 

core funded by Arts Council England, with extra 

funding from  Grants for the Arts to support 

the Connect10 competition. 

www.museumsatnight.wordpress.com 

Museums At Night 

May 

http://www.history.org.uk/resources/general_resources_55.html
http://www.history.org.uk/resources/general_resources_55.html
http://www.museumsatnight.wordpress.com


International Museum Day is 18 May 2015. It is a 

day for museums to plan creative events and 

activities that highlight the importance of 

museums and the day’s theme. The theme for 

this year is ‘Museums for a sustainable society’.  

network.icom.museum/international-museum-

day 

International Museum Day 

Give & Gain Day, 15 May 2015, is the UK’s only 

national day of employee volunteering. It gives 

companies a unique opportunity to bring 

community action to life, whether they’re just 

starting out on the volunteering journey or a 

veteran. www.bitc.org.uk/programmes/give-gain-

day 

Give and Gain Day 

Many regional museums such as Thinktank, 

Compton Verney and Shakespeare Birthplace are 

taking part with corporate volunteering. Excellent 

examples of corporate volunteering can be seen at 

Ironbridge Gorge Museum, who used a day of 

corporate volunteers to move their costume 

collection from one site to another.  

An idea: 

http://network.icom.museum/international-museum-day
http://network.icom.museum/international-museum-day
http://www.bitc.org.uk/programmes/give-gain-day
http://www.bitc.org.uk/programmes/give-gain-day


Volunteers Week is run by Volunteering 

England, and is taking place 1-7 June 2015. 

It is a celebration of the work volunteers do 

across the UK. Volunteers are an important 

resource in this country; the economic value 

of their work has been estimated as up to 

£40 billion. www.volunteering.org.uk/

policy-and-campaigns/volunteers-week 

Volunteers Week 

June 

National Family Week (date TBC) is a nationwide 

celebration with over 6000 events taking place 

this year, and over 15000 taking place since it 

was founded in 2009. The organisers work with 

brand partners and nonprofit organisations to 

create fantastic ways for families to spend time 

together.  

www.nationalfamilyweek.co.uk/ 

National Family Week 

http://www.volunteering.org.uk/policy-and-campaigns/volunteers-week
http://www.volunteering.org.uk/policy-and-campaigns/volunteers-week
http://www.nationalfamilyweek.co.uk/


The EU Sustainable Energy Week is an initiative of the European Commission. 

It is taking place on 15-19 June 2015. The week showcases activities and ideas 

about sustainable energy to make progress towards the EU’s climate goals. 

www.eusew.eu/ 

EU Sustainable Energy Week 

27 June 2015 is Armed Forces Day. It is an 

opportunity to show support for everyone 

who is or was involved in the Armed Forces. 

The website, armedforcesday.org.uk, offers 

resources, information and materials for 

anyone wishing to host an event. 

Armed Forces Day 

National Adult Leaners week is taking place 

from 13-19 June 2015. It recognises the value 

of lifelong learning and offers organisations a 

chance to display the learning opportunities 

they can offer adults. It will use the hashtag 

#ALW15. www.alw.org.uk/ 

National Adult Learners 

Week 

http://www.eusew.eu/
http://www.armedforcesday.org.uk
http://www.alw.org.uk/


The famous Heritage Open Days will be back 

from 10-13 September 2015. Buildings of every 

nature open their doors to raise public 

awareness of their treasures with free open days 

for all. It is the UK’s largest and most popular 

grassroots heritage event. 

www.heritageopendays.org.uk/ 

Heritage Open Days 

British Food Fortnight was created as a flagship 

event to bring British produce to the nation’s 

attention. The intention of the week is to teach 

the nation about the health benefits and joy of 

eating local and traditional food. British Food 

Fortnight takes place 21 September– 6 October 

2015. www.lovebritishfood.co.uk contains ideas 

to promote our nation’s culinary prowess.  

British Food Fortnight 

#AskACurator takes place in September (2015 

date TBC). In 2014 there were 47,546 tweets by 

13,000 different users worldwide. Twitter users 

pose questions to curators using the hashtag 

#AskACurator or to specific museums using the 

@MUSEUMNAME. www.mardixon.com/

wordpress/askacurator-day/ 

#AskACurator Day 

September 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
http://www.lovebritishfood.co.uk
http://www.mardixon.com/wordpress/askacurator-day/
http://www.mardixon.com/wordpress/askacurator-day/


Black History Month is a cultural celebration and 

remembrance of important people and events in the 

African diaspora. There is no official body behind Black 

History Month but anyone and everyone can get 

involved. Online resources are available at 

www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk  

The Big Draw 

October is the month of the Big Draw, an event 

organised by the Campaign for Drawing. Drawing is not 

only a tool for creative expression but also a way of 

bringing communities together, as thousands of people 

around the country get together to create art. If you are 

interested in hosting an event for the Big Draw go to 

www.campaignfordrawing.net/ for examples of events 

you can run. 

International Day of Older Persons or UK Older People’s 

Day occurs on 1 October. It highlights the positive 

contribution older people make to society and the 

economy. It supports the campaign to challenge negative 

attitudes and outdated stereotypes.  

olderpeoplesday.co.uk/ 

UK Older People’s Day 

October 
Black History Month 

http://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk
http://www.campaignfordrawing.net/
http://olderpeoplesday.co.uk/


World Food Day is celebrated every year on 16 

October in honour of the founding of the Food and 

Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations. In 

Europe it is a serious political event, with symposia and 

conferences taking place to address world hunger and 

malnutrition. It is also be an important teaching point 

for children. Go to www.fao.org/world-food-day/

home/en/ for this year’s theme. 

World Food Day 

A world without records is a world without memory. This year, Explore Your 

Archive is running from 10-16 November, with events across the UK and 

Ireland. It shows the public where the records of their life, community, 

business, nation and world are being collected, kept safe and made 

accessible.  www.exploreyourarchive.org/ 

Explore Your Archive 

November 

http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/home/en/
http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/home/en/
http://www.exploreyourarchive.org/


In November museums, galleries and heritage 

sites across the UK invite children and young 

people to take over for the day. In 2014 over 

140 museums and more than 4,000 children 

took part—so how can you get involved? 2015 

date TBC. For ideas visit 

kidsinmuseums.org.uk/takeoverday/ 

Takeover Day 

http://kidsinmuseums.org.uk/takeoverday/

